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indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .countrymen. Her importance may be overlooked for a season, when the
quadrennial eruptions of the political Vesuvius are belching forth their campaign smoke and lava, but when the
ballott-box has quieted the disturbances, and the noise dwindles into the mere mutterings of the defeated, then
the abiding theme of the ages rises like cream on milk, making men wonder if the poetess spake truly when she
said: For every baGling problem put A safe solution waits. For about six thousand years the solution to the
baGling problem--woman--has been waiting and growing more complicated with time. Had our worth
forefather Adam studied into the matter more assiduously when there was but one unknown quantity, he might
have handed down through the generations a comforting word, at least, for the puzzled men of these closing
days of the nineteenth century, who find themselves confronted with the married woman, the woman who
wants to get married, the old woman, the new woman, the advanced woman, the woman of the period, the
emancipated woman, the bicycle girl, and the girl who doesn t really know whether she wants a wheel or a
husband. The problem does not really conform to classification, in either of the positive sciences. Biology is too
broad, sociology is not broad enough, astronomy is too distant and too immense, mathematics are too precise,
physics are not precise enough and chemistry is too explosive! What and who is suGicient for these things, then,
may well be exclaimed...
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