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illustrated. 1873. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER IX. ENVIRONS OF MEXICO. --INTERVIEW WITH MONTEZUMA. ENTRANCE
INTO THE CAPITAL. HOSPITABLE RECEPTION. --VISIT TO THE EMPEROR. 1519. With the first faint streak of
dawn, the Spanish general was up, mustering his followers. They gathered, with beating hearts, under their
respective banners, as the trumpet sent forth its spirit-stirring sounds across water and woodland, till they died
away in distant echoes among the mountains. The sacred flames on the altars of numberless teocallis, dimly
seen through the gray mists of morning, 1 indicated the site of the capital, till temple, tower, and palace were
fully revealed in the glorious illumination which the sun, as he rose above the eastern barrier, poured over the
beautiful Valley. It was the eighth of November, 1519, a conspicuous day in history, as that on which the
Europeans first set foot in the capital of the Western World. Alaman objects to my speaking of the gray mists of
morning in connection with the Aztec capital. In the beginning of November, he says, there is no such thing as a
mist to be seen in the morning, or indeed in any part of the day, in the Valley of Mexico, where the weather is
uncommonly bright and beautiful. The historian, he adds, has confounded the climate of Mexico with that of
England or the United States. Conquista de Mejico (trad, de Vega), torn. i. p. 337. 6 (65) Cortes with his little body
of horse formed a sort of...
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