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World War: the British Mandate and the Zionist movement. Observing the gradual and increasing illegal Jewish
immigration and land appropriation, the Palestinians come to realize they have been betrayed by a power that
"fulfilled their promises to the Jews and reneged on their promises to the Arabs." Sahar Khalifeh brings to the
forefront the inner conflicts of Palestinian society as it struggles to aDirm its cultural and national identity, save
its threatened homeland, and maintain a semblance of normalcy in otherwise abnormal circumstances.
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