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Excerpt: . . . as youth a forum for public service, | believe now is the moment that government should throw
open its doors to the ideas, the creativity, and the energy of a generation raised on information technologies
that is willing to fight the terrorist threat. This hearing is going to explore opportunities to respond to the threat
of bioterrorism in particular. Our country has begun to mobilize its public sector, government, military, and
law enforcement to fight terrorism. Analyzing the events of September 11, this Subcommittee found the private
sector was ready and willing to contribute, but found too many obstacles. Some could not get proper
credentials to get into the disaster site. Some simply could not find the right place to offer their people, their
expertise, and their equipment. In the event of a bioterror attack, it appears many communities are going to
face the same confusion. Right now, if a town is hit with a biological agent and looking for the closest medical
authority, in most cases, there is no comprehensive list of certified experts available locally to assist. Where do
those local leaders turn to find help nearby Where can doctors, scientists, and technology experts go to offer
their aid Most do not know, and right now the Federal Government has few clear answers. At least 20 Federal
agencies are charged with some part of fighting the bioterror threat. In the State of the Union address, the
President said he would not wait on a fence while dangers gather around the public. | agree. America must
marshall the efforts of technology experts and entrepreneurs, top scientists and medical...
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