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indexed. Not illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: .healthy action? The membrana tympani of the Balaena Mysticetus,
furnishes a beautiful illustration of the distribution of reticulated nervous fasciculi, formed by branches of the
Portio Dura. The large branches ramify on the white membranous substance under the cuticle, and the minute
ones terminate near the inner surface of the membrane, which renders it susceptible to the slightest undulatory
pulsasations, and possessed also of power to accommodate itself agreeable to the will of the animal. In parts
possessing great depth of muscular substance, the application of caustics may sometimes be admissible; but to
a substance so thin and extended as the membrana tympani, and of such vital importance to the organ, the
consequences resulting from the application of strong caustic lotions, must be fatal to the healthy action of the
parts. The injection of pyrolignous acid, as mentioned in the Illustrations of Acoustic Surgery, is a preparation,
that when assisted by the necessary medicines, will answer every useful purpose in changing the morbid into
healthy action, and stimulating so as to produce the necessarydegree of tension, consistent with the vitality of
the membrane and adjacent parts. When a person is exposed to boisterous weather, the volatilization of the
cerumen takes place slowly, sometimes only partially, and hence one reason why persons travelling in bad
weather have to speak louder to each other in order to be heard, than when they are within a room of
moderate temperature. The halitus of volatilized cerumen, is therefore of the...
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