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not being able to doubt it, I continued my lesson, and learned thus five or six short anecdotes in an hour. On
this plan I received about a dozen lessons, when I found I could read an easy German book; and having about
that time occasion to go to Leipsic and other parts of Germany, I took care to lodge at German houses, and
thus acquired a tolerable facility in speaking and reading the language. - This is the origin of the Hamiltonian
System: I then thought as little of becoming a teacher as I do now of flying; but I was amateur of languages
enough to appreciate my obligations to General D Angeli, and think it but justice to record them here. I then
recollected something of the same kind at the school of two ancient Jesuits, Messrs. Beatty and Mulhall, men of
great talents and learning, who, on the dissolution of their order by Ganganelli, had established a school in
Dublin, at which I remained four years. It was the custom of one of these gentlemen to translate, for the higher
classes, twenty or twenty-five lines of Horace or Virgil everyday, in the same manner that General D Angeli
translated the German, except that he did not parse (it was unnecessary for boys who had for many years
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