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contemporary sections of the Canterbury Tales. Topics include the canon law of incest (consanguinity, aFinity,
spiritual kinship), the prosecution of sexual oFences and regulation of prostitution (especially in the Stews of
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on Chaucer s Pardoner) and the technicalities of castration. Sacramental and devotional practices are
discussed, especially dealing with confession and penitence and the Mass. Chaucer s Prioress serves as the
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limits of medicinal magic (in connection with the ministrations of John the Carpenter in the Miller s Tale).
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