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(OCoL(C)42206942 Subject: Drug traffic -- Mexico. Excerpt: . . . example, in late March 1998, the U. S. Army
grounded its entire UH-1H fleet until gears within the UH-1H engines could be examined and repairs could be
made. The government of Mexico followed suit and grounded all of the 16 U. S. -provided UH-1H helicopters
until they could be examined. The helicopters were subsequently tested, with 13 of the Attorney Generals 27
helicopters and 40 of the militarys 72 helicopters receiving passing grades. According to Department of Defense
officials, the helicopters that passed the engine tests could be flown on a restricted basis. U. S. embassy officials
told us that the Office of the Attorney General has been flying its UH-1H helicopters on a restricted basis, but the
Mexican military has decided to keep its entire fleet grounded until all are repaired. Finally, the four C-26
aircraft still are not being used for counternarcotics operations. This concludes my prepared remarks. | would
be happy to respond to any questions you may have. 16 To assist the government of Mexico in its drug
interdiction and eradication efforts, the United States has provided 33 UH-1H helicopters to the Attorney
Generals Office and 73 UH-1H helicopters to the Ministry of Defense since 1989. One Ministry of Defense
helicopter and 6 Attorney General helicopters were subsequently destroyed in accidents. Page 13 GAO T-NSIAD-
99-98 Drug Control in Mexico This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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