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Work Accomplished; 1890 The idea of establishing a water-way across the American Isthmus dates back from
the beginning of the Sixteenth Century, when the early navigators, perceiving the narrow neck of land
separating the two oceans, were forcibly impressed by the advantages to be derived by cutting a canal through
it. The Isthmus of Panama, being the narrowest part of that strip of land, and Nicaragua, on account of the
evident natural facilities presented by the Lake and its outlet, the river San Juan, have always been the main
points of attraction as possessing the most favorable features for doing the work, and as early as 1550 the
Portugese navigator, Antonio Galvao, proposed four routes; one of which was by way of Lake Nicaragua and
the San Juan River, and another through the Isthmus of Panama. As the configuration of the Isthmus became
better known, the belief in the practicability of joining the two oceans by a canal gradually increased; but it was
not until the beginning of the present century, when, through the endorsement of Humboldt, who had studied
the problem on the ground, and, later on, through the united efforts of the Central American Republics, that the
question commenced to assume a well-defined shape. But, while these States and the Republic of New Granada
were anxiously soliciting the co-operation of other nations and of capitalists in favor of the undertaking, no
regular surveys had been made of any portion of the Isthmus, the routes proposed, and claimed to have been
discovered, being the result of imperfect reconnoissances, or of the imagination. It was evident, moreover,...
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