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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .roots and inflexions only, but the whole spirit of the Egyptian language,
is closer to the Semitic than to any other family; and finally, how it happens that of all the other national races
of Africa, not one besides the Egyptian possessed those qualities of enduring laboriousness, intelligent
subordination, scientific inventiveness, and strong artistic instinct, which are the outcome of a bent and
capacity of the soul and intellect that characterise none but the races of Asiatic origin, and which we should
seek for in vain among any other of the native races of Northern Africa. The whole Nile valley and the
indigenous population south of the Delta were first subjugated by the invading race, and their princes
established their residence at This--Abydos. The first of these kings, according to every chronicler known to us,
was Menes, or Mena, a native of This.1 Mariette s excavations have brought to light monuments of this ancient
city from the superincumbent soil of fragments, and these must be of an antiquity equal to that of the oldest
discoveries in the Necropolis of Memphis.3 The city of This, of which the ruins lie somewhat to the north of
Abydos, was the centre of all political life in the valley of the Nile, and the seed-bed of the strange and
characteristic religion of the Pharaonic era. The immigrants were probably adherents of Sabaean creeds--
worshippers of the sun, the moon, and the brighter stars--when they settled by the Nile, which also they...
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