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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The most fierce and fiery discussions on theological matters resolve
themselves into disputes about words is a commonplace; but such a work as this anew proves that the same to
a very great extent applies in philosophy. Men differ as they do, largely because they use terms differently, and
refuse to look patiently from each other s point of view. Mr. F. Harrison warmly insists, for example, that there is
no need for Comtists to spell humanity with a big H, however enthusiastic they may be; while his opponents
triumphantly insist that to be consistent they must do so; and Sir James Stephen refuses to regard this assertion
as aught but nonsense. One cannot regard the writings of Lucretius, or the theory of atoms which he
propounded, without being at once pulled up in front of the question, What is matter? and the somewhat warm
replies of modern philosophers do not tend to make matters easier. Yet here lies the whole gist of the subject.
Mr. Masson is not ambitious enough to aim at an exhaustive definition on his own account, but he points out
with no little discrimination the defects in the definitions of Professors Huxley and Tyndall, and other writers of
our day, as well as in the conclusions of thinkers like Mr. Picton; and he deserves all praise for the careful and
thoughtful style in which he has analyzed the doctrines of the Epicurean philosophy, and more especially-as he
was in duty bound to do-the doctrines of Lucretius. He shows in the clearest manner that Lucretius - pace Mr.
Robert Buchanan and those who lead or follow him-was no cut and dry materialist, but something...
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